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Madam SUSANNA LING. 


MADAM, 

HE Prephet Daniel , oi be  teſtife 
unto Chriſt, ſtyleth Him, by' a (ircumle- 
\ A. . cation, Palma; : that is, ſuch a One, 
a certain Saint, One who was moſ admirably okild 
7 that obſcure Art and difficult Myſtery of Num- 
r4 Times. Peloni Palmoni is the Grand 
ny as he will be at laſt the (hief Auditor 
je; al Accompts, and hath for bis Diſciples Holy 
Angels and Holy Men : Holy Angels do leays i 
bis Shool this Heavenly Arithmetick. I heard one 
| Saint, one Holy Angel ſpeaking , and another - 
Saint, i. e, another Angel of God ſaid unco that 
certain Saint, viz, unto Palmoni, which ſpake, How 

long ſhall be the Viſion concerning the ail 
crifice ? When ſhall the Sandtuary be cleags 
ſed ? Dan. 8. 1 3 14. And one faid unto the 


Man cloathed in Linen, which was upon the 
Az Warers . 
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Waters of: the River; How. long -ſhall-ie-be te 
the end of theſe Wonders : ? Dan. iz. 6,7. Holy 
Men alſo are the Scholars of Palmoni: Moſes and 
the' Prophets \ſate at his Feet , praying bis Inſtru- 
Eions m this Divine Science, So” reach us to- 
number our Days, that we may apply our 
Hearts to true Wiſdom, Pal. 90. 12. David” 
confeſſes, that bis Times were in his hands, either to 
lengthen, or cut them ſhort at his pleaſure, Pal. 31.15. 
Lord, make me to, know my End, and the. 
meaſure of my Days,what it is, that [may know: 
how frail Il am. Behold, thou haſt made: .my 
Days as a Hand's. breadth, a Span, and mine. . 
Age is as nothing before Thee. © Yea , and the 7 
Holy Apoſtles. have Fudied this intricate Art of 'Ac> = 
comprting wider bim. - What is your Life? /aid- 
St. James to his Chriſtian Catholicks ;; It's Vapour, 
chat appeareth for a little, and then vaniſherh: 2: 
_ away, Chap. 4. 14, Theft were good Proficients in * 
thi” ſublime Myftery, moſt excellent and exaF Ac- * 
comprants, bis genuine Diſciples, and well -worthy off 


_ 
ww & b 


But here be oifirs in- the Chriſtian World, who- 


would” fain paſs and. be taken for* bis Scholars, dths' Load 
they be very bad Accomptants : For when they come = 
to an Audit here, to. caſt up, and liquidate- their Acs + 
comprts , they. be mightily out in- the :: For. either. © 


they , 


ſuch a Maſter. -: 4 
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bring in; as'that wijuſt Steward, but fa TO 
to cheat the Eyes, and-deceive” the, Finds of their. Lords 
and" Creditors. There was a- after of a Ship, who 
being retvrnd home |from bis Viage,” and: calld to-ac- 
_ with bis Owners, did bring in the Boot- Accompt,. 
Sits; faid be, I can neither Read , Wrice, 'nor- 
Oypher ; 5 -bur whar 1 got, I put: into this. Boot; 
and :whacT ſpenc, L: took out::of it ;/ and. what: 
— in itz is Yours. This Was a ory Reckons 
t 4-7uſt andtrue one, becanſe it proceeded, though 


fiom bis ate "Uo * fron bis as 44 down: 


«Bus " noibeck 46 « Chriſtian , 4514; Divine, 
The great Reaſon of all.Bad Accompts and Frauds, 
i#i\from want. of the Love of. God. God's Love to 
us. and. God's: Love.in us, is the cauſe of our Love 
to God, and to.our Neighbour: If, we loye God, 
andave. beloved of God, we will keep bis Command- 


" ments z deal juſtly and tenly With others, as we would: 
'be dealt withal our ſelves ; It will not ſuffer «5 in the. 


leaſt to over-reach - or defraud our Brother : It will put 
us npon doing good to all, but principally, as we have- 
Ability and Opportunity, unto thoſe of the Houſhold of 


Faith. For God #. Love, and the Love of God is- 


the Fountain from - whence all thoſe Streams of Love 
and Goodneſs, Wherewith our . Lives, aid the Lives 


"or: _ 


of our. Fellow eng are cefoied, tad thi Love 
of God in us, received and ſenſed by us, will conſtrain 
us to love and do good,..as our God doth, even unto 
the Evil and Untbankful.. .Such.,az are Strangers fo the 
Love of Gody. are Stra1 ery unto: of! Goodneſs. 


There be too. t00 many: farb' in the World, P74 never 
tafted of the Peace and'Love of God.:: But. this de» 
ceaſed Chriſtian, 'at: whoſe Funeral 7: Preached: this 
| Sermon, Was One who had been -melted by Divine 
Love. You did not know her Perſonally, \although ſhe 
walked in (Communion with you. She-'was the Goth 
Child of a very Godly Magher ; Religion Jeemd to 
have run in ber Blood. SB&was very well skilld in the 
Book of Life, the Holy Bible. God's Word was 
the Delight of ber Soul, and her great Comfort under - 
her great > Afflitions 4nd the Conſolations which fhe 
drew 'from the Holy Bible, ſhe communicated unto 
others who converſed with ber ; ; for "ſhe was much in 
Holy Conference, ſpeaking ways the Logue of Ca- 
naan to thoſe about ber. 


In ber laſt $ ickneſs the gave herſelf wholly unto 
Reading and Meditation, Self-reflefion, and Prayers, 
preparing berſelf for ber approaching (hange: 4d 
though ſhe had her Exerciſes from within and without, 
as all the Children of God have +more or "leſs ; yet 
at laſt, before ſhe died, the Lord ſent the Comfor- 


ter unto her; and ſome Honrs befare ſhe left this 
World, 


PF” ' The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
World, ſhe was raviſhd with the Joys of God's Salva- 
[ ' tion, andridof all her Doubts and Fears, being fully 
perſwaded of God s Everlaſting Love unto ber in our 


| Lord Jeſus. 


Accept, Good Madam, of this flender Teſtimonial 

of my unfeigned Love to your precious Soul ; and 

{ - * may you alſohave an Eſhcol of the Heavenly Canaan, 
| the Firſt Fruits of the Holy Spirit, the Pledge and 
Earneſt of your Adoption here velow, till you come to 

be put at la$Þ into the full Poſſeſſion of your Inheritance 

_ with all God's Ele& in Glory ! Which # the hearty 

| Projeref, | 


 Henoured MADAM, 


Your moſt Humble and Faithful 
Servant in the LORD, 


Fohn Quick. 
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The Triumph of Faith. 
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Rom. viii. v. 38, 39. 


For I am perſwaded, that neither Death, 

- "nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, 

nor. Powers , nor Things preſent , nor 

Things to come, nor Heigth, nor Depth, 

'  - 07 any Other Creature, ſhall be able to 

 Jeparate us from the Love of God, which 
"#5 #n Chriſt Feſus our Lord, 


G T was the Deſire of our: deceaſed Siſter *, a. truly. pious * Mrs. Reeb- 
-- - Memberof this Church (and of whom Lhave good-Grounds ved. | 


WW to beperſwaded, that ſhe: is now with our Deareſti/Lord in - 
Heaven) that I would preach at her Funeral from theſe 
| Words, which I have read unto you. © They were much-upon 
her Heart on her ſick and' Death-bed ; ſhe had taſted and felt 
the Power and Sweets of them in her own Soul, which made her 
./break ont into thoſe rapturous Expreſſions but a few Hours before 
_-ſhedied : Now there is no more room far Doubts and 'Fears ! For 1 
_ an perſmaded, that neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Prinet- 
palities ,, nor Powers, nor Things preſent ,-nor Things to come, nor 
: Heigth, nor Depth, nor any other Creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate 
. us from the Love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, 
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unto-Believers-(ſtagious and Jaborious after true Holineſs) groan- 
ing under the heavy Puido their Body of Death,, thoſe inward 
and inſupportable Preſfures, by reaſon of indwelling Sin, the 
ImperfeQion of their SanQification, and Remainders of natural 
Corruption that are Within them.” From the 1 unto the 
17th. : | | 

2. The Conſgkatiopgjagminiſtred and received by God's Saints 
under their Sufferings here below. Theſeare recorded from the 
Woe taQezrtiVerie. 1 :- 1 5 LS x 

: 3. The Triumph of Eleft Beliovers-dver all their Adverſirivs 
ang, Evils, .which:they meet withal '1n this World, From the 
324 Verſe tothe end. ls th. no dd 


Our Text is fallen under this laſt Head ; in which the Apoſtle 
' ys down theſe two Propoſitions; YO YOON 1 

© 1,; That no Paſlives, no Sufferings wha, ſhall be able 
'to ſeparate Elec \Beltevers from the Love whichi God \hath for 
themin our Eard Jeſus Chriſt. ;\ of which there he ſeven enume- 
rated: 1 arate is From the Love df _ ? Shall TYibula- 
tion, or Diſrreſs, or Perſectition,. we, Of Nakegneſe, of. Peril 
or Sword 2 (As it is writ en, For't Takes re killed al w- ® long ; 
we are accounted as Sheep for the Slaughter) Nay, in all theſe things we 
' -aremuare 'thas Comgueroars, b ym thatloaudd us; 1 -7, 1 1 
' - +12, :A$/no Paſlivies, fo:no Adtives can't it, moneof thar 
mics; ithe molt powerful, the moſt formidable; the-moſt 
.ctous and; miſchieybus of them can never, ſhall: never 'be a 
do-it::. They may attempt and enterprizeſuch a Divorce betwikt 
them and God's Loye far them ; but' they ſhall never be able to 
effet:it. The Apoſtte reckons up ten 'of thefe; whereof tiine! be 
Speciats:and Particulars, and one General, ag*purpolingand :e<- 
. deavouring might and main-with all: their Powers and >Fordes, 


infulting and;aflaulting'\theſe: Ele& Behevers., that if poſſible }- 


© they'might bereaveand deprive them of: God's Love in Chriſt 
Jeſus tawardsthem ; but all to no purpoſe :: Their Attempts/uud 
Endeavours, their moſt furious Inſults and Afaults, are ineffe- 
Qual and unſucceſsful : For, faith the Holy Apoſtle, 7 am perſwa- 
is, that neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor 
Powers, 


W 


1. Thoſe Divine and Heavenly Comforts, which are given 


' wretched Man that 1 am! 


Nei Thwmph. of Faith: 
Pawers,: #67. Things preſent , nor. Things! #0 come , wor Feigth, nor 
Nepth, nor any other Creature, {ball be ablg to fr moe, 
ef,G which #5 18 Feſus Chriſt our. Lords ;c' TI 7 57414 30 YIBU 


1.5349 PLA 8 opts ning 36d 5 Ziad 
- Ja this Jubilee;of Faith, let us conſider; .; da, + 

1. Ez; iT he Perſon triumphing. Who.is it? In our. Text it-i8 
the Apoſtle St. Paul that makes this joyful and glorious Profeſſion 
and Proteſtation : I am perſwaded, that neither Life, nor Death, &e: 
Yer let, me tell ye, he muſt not be here regarded in his ſingle afid 

exſqnal, Capacity only; ' as ſolely triumphing, ' and as-if he exclus 
Jed all.other the Samnts of God, from participating in this his 
bleſſed; and; triumphant , Aﬀfuxance,, No, but we muſt account 
and repute. him. as one perſqnating and repreſenting the whole 
Body.of Elect Believers, victorious and triumphing over all the 
once affrighting, but now. vanquiſh'd and ſubdu'd Adverdaries. 
HeaSeth and ſpeaketh in the Perſon of them.all,, learning-and 
informing us what will be our. eſtate very- ſhortly ;, ifor-as he 
was, {o.thall we alſo.be, through the ſame-Grage, and. through 
the Power and Aſſiſtance of the-ſame Spirit, we: having the ſame 
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Spirit. of Faith; according -as it is written, -7 believed, and there: 


fare bayeil ſpoken ;, we alſo: believe, and ſhall therefoye-ſpeak. 
We are perſwagded, that neither Life, nor Death, ner Angels, nor De- 
wils,. 49 any. other Creature, ſhall be able, to ſeparate betwixt us and 
the Love of God in Chriſt Teſs, And thus, in the' foregoing 
Ghaptsr, he bringeth in himſelf as a Type and Emblem: of-all 
the Sazats in-their threefold eſtate : - - : -{ + 3% vHet 5. 68 


T; As foil'd and captivated by indwelling Sin, mourning and 


groanzng under their ſore Bondage and calaritous Eſtate, O 


my 


2; A$Tifingand recovering from his-fad and ſorrowful Con- 


dizion, calling upon his Fellow-Members,” and ſympathizing Fel- | 


low-woldivrs; in -this, holy ſpiritual- Warfare, to lend him-their 
belping-hand, ; and to came in to his Adſiſtance : Who.will deliver 
me from-the-Bady of thig Death ! 7” 

+1.3. AS, thxough-the Grace. of God, , vidtorious-and . reſtored, 
ang ©. joyausand triumphant, praifingand bleſſing God : "Thanks 
be, to Gad-#or »Ult#ft Feb1s aur. Lord, through whom:he has, and we 
al ſhe) bays, i fulland final Vigoryi: i Lon 110 Hot? 2 4 
:ot 21 1594 bat bos ,ov0.l Zoot) ore HA HO? BST -o: 12 
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The Triumph of - Fath. 
*"And this is farther evident fro the Context; for in the 35th 
Verſe, the Apoſtle doth not ſpeak in the fingular number, as 
only of himſelf in his glorious Challenge, Who ſhall feparate 
Ae from the Love of Chriſt ? but inthe plural, Who ſhall ſeparate 
Us from the Love of Chriſt? What Us is this? I anſwer, Vs Be- 
lievers, Us Ele& called, Us Ele& converted, Us Elected juſtified. 
So then when he varieth the number, and maketh an enallage of 
the ſingular from the plural, and faith, 1 am perſwaded ; yet that 
all Believers might take themſelves for included, and particular- 
ly concerned in this his Triumph ; and that he doth not ſpeak 
Gt himſelf, but for them alſo, he expreſſeth his Aſſurance as 
theirs ; and is as much perſwaded for them, as for himfelf, and 
therefore joineth thein as Partners with him, and Partakers to- 
gether with himſelf in this heavenly Confidence: For, faith he, 
1 am perſwaded, that neither Life, nor Death, nor Angels, nor Devils, 
nor arty other Creature whatſoever, ſhall ever be able to divorce Us from 
the Love of God in Chriſt Feſits ouy Loyd. mr ene bo IOEL 
...2. We have the Apoſtle's-Jubilee and Triumph 5 yet{not his 
only, as I ſaid, but that of Ele& Believers alſo: am perſwaded, 
that neither, &c, The Word in the Original is not 2 Spur in 
the preſent Tenſe, but #8744! in the perfe&t ; not 7 «mn, bur 
# bave beenperſwaded; and ſo am till perſwaded. Yet it is pro- 


perly enough, and very ——— render'd in our Verkon, . 
oh 


by our moſt Learned: __ icious .Tranflators, 7 am perſwaded. 
For although he had obtained this Grace/ and Fayonr from God, 
to be fully aſſured of his Love; 'and: to' have' it ſealed'to __ 
may be the very - next Day after his Converſion ; yet he 

nor loſt this rich and rare Jewel for triany long Years after, -Al-- 
though he had been exerciſed with fore and ſharp Trials, arid 
had been butieted by an Angel of Satan, and: combated continn« 
ally by his Body of [Death ; yet he retained-firm and” ſtedfaſt 
this blefſed Hope' and” Afﬀurance of Go@'s' Love unto his-Soul for 
near forty Years. ' And I 'very well veriember, that a Godly aid 
Religious Gentleman of my owfi Nainie,'teld me upon his Death- 
bed, That after God had drawn him in his-younger Dixys out 
of the Snares of Popery, and delivered 'him' from the Romſb 
Fowlers (who had-laia Ginns:and Traps for his precious Soul) 
and brought him/home apts himſelf by the effeftua "operytine of 
his Holy Word and Spirit. upan/his Heart; 'he- did itn ſome Thort 
tune after gain the Aſſurance of God's Love, and had kept it for. 
above forty Years together ; having great and good Hopes, _ 


11t, 


# 


The 'Irmmph of: : pe 
then when he was a dying, that he ſhould through- Divine Grace 
make an happy DO of 'Earth for Heaven; of his Sins and 
Miferies; / for. perfe&t Holineſs, and perfe& Happineſs, for E- 
ternal Life and Glory. : :' "4 | 

.\Butthe Matter of the — wa and Believers: Confidence de- 
ſerves our Attention; : What is it that. he profeſſeth and. pro- 
teſteth to be.fo- fully aſſured. and perſwaded. of?. 1 anſwer, it is 
this, That neither Lsfe nor Death, nor Angels, nor Princtpalities,. nor 
Powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor heigth, nor depth, 
nor any other Creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the Love of, God. 
in Chriſt Feſus our Lord. res: 

What. kind of Perſwaſion is this? Would'you.know its Nature? 


1. It was.not a meer Moral Aſſurance bottomed: upon Proba- 
bilities and Conjettures; This conld not be. without its doubts 
and fears, 4ts buts, ifs, and ands. For ſuch as the Cauſe is, ſuch: 
is the Effe&t: if the Cauſe be neceſſary, the Effet is neceſſary, 
and follows infallibly; but.if the Cauſe be but probable and con» 
tibgeat, the Effect can be none other, . nor. better than probable, 

ous, \doubtful, and uncertain. . - TIE. 

2. It is a ſenſible Perſuaſion, an- Aſſurance ariſing and*ſpring- 
ing from Senſe, The Apoſtle derived his Aſſurance -from- his 
Senſe and .Feelings, and. ſo do all. Ele& Believers. alſo derive 
theirs. That which we bave ſeen with our Eyes, which we have beard 
niich; out Ears, | which: we- bave looked upon; and. our-Hands have- 
bandledoof the Word "of Life ;, (for the Life was. manifeſted, - and 'we 
have; ſeen:3t,, and; bear witneſs, and: fhew wnto you: that | Eternal Life 
which was with the Father, 'and was manifeſted unto us) That nbich- 
we bave ſeen and heard declare we unto you, 1 John.1. 2, 3; Ear 
we-caniot. but ſpeak the things which we bave. ſeen.and beard; Ads. 4... 
29. [Again taſte and ſec that tht Lord'is good, Pal. 34;8. What 
:a\Man fe, hears, tafts, and” feels, he;.can confidently. atteſt 
-unto the: truth thereof; The _Qbjecty: of: Senſe are undoubted-- 
' Fhey\be ſo.clear, as gone can juſtly cailthem-in-queſtion: The 
Apoſtle.kad ſenſible Experience of the; Love-of- God being ſhed 
abroad. ig his Heart ;;.and therefore 'ſpake what he had: felt-of- 
its Power, -Efficacy, and Virtue within.him, and'upen-him, .. 

. 3» As 3 is a-ſeaſible Perſuaſion, ;;fÞ is it; a fixed, and moſt: 
firm Perſyakon;;, it;lyeth ſoccloſe home, ypor; the; Soul; that:it- 
 eangot. be ſhaken off, ; 'Stv Paw cophd peyer: be rid:of it ;. if ſtuck . 
toching at all Times, and abode with: him: in. all Places... 5 am: 

conſiaent: 
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confident of this. ver thing (ſth the Me to the Phibptuans) 
that He which bath nw a good Work for will the Ay tettil 
the Day of Feſus. Chriſs, Cap.' 1. 6..- Thei Perfuahon. from. Seafk 
is ſure and moſt certain : It is excluſive ofall'/ daubes;ti. He:mwft 
be an abſurd and-unreaſonable P who will: not belicuaithe 
Snqw:-to be white, and Fire hot, wikeias the Senfe/of..all Man- 
kind affirms it.. One Mai may be'impoſed:upen,-but all-Men 
- cannot :-Men cannot, fhake off the Evidence' of Senſe, which!is 
common to all. 

4., This Perſuaſion is infallible. 1 know whom 1 have believed; 
. and ] am perſwaded that he 15 able to keep that which1-bave \contnit- 
ted unto iam. againſs that Day, 2 Tim. it; 1'2; i For: know/him 
to be God Almighty, and that his Almighty Power will ſecure 
and preſerve me: ' 'S0"that this Perſwafion'is: ns aces _ a 
_ ſtable and. unmoveable Foundation : | 


:T. Upon Go&'s: irre vocable,>: and iiveverſible Decree: s ; When 
be: arr eres them' be called ; whom be called, «them be juſt:fied;; 
he; juſtified, them he rlorified.” The. SEL of this. Golden 
ras our Salvation areii mdiſſolvableli:: The: Faundation-of 
God's, \Eletion: ſrandeth i ſure having this Stat," the: Lord i khometh , 
i. e the Lord loveth them that are his: \Arid whom he loveth 
from the beginning, he loveth-unto the end,. Rom. 8. 295 30433. 
i2:Tim. 2.19. beck —_ £G0d 
:2, \[ti3\grounded ppotr e peration 0 «Holy: -Spiri 
thu ealerhthem, and bearcth witneſs together: with' their 
rits,.that thy are the Children of God;'' Nowthe: PII 
andTeftinony of the Holy: "Spirit of T ruth-is 'moſt unconteſts- 
ble, valid, and infallible. « 
1.3. It is founded nponthe Promiſes which are all Yea- and Amen, 
utterly impoſſible ta be falſe: They: :betrue Sayings 0# God : yea, 
'Fouth 53Þfelf, and therefore miſt-be made good] For 
ang flarth ſhall fontr: paſS-aw4y, "than the, leaſt Lfow -0r0thehuof 
1Gdd's Word ſhall fait; Df=full £6 the-Ground: . is ſo ubat 
Hadb betiewedy® for thereJhalt be” a per formihve "in 0/0 thingiiwþtth 
were tb1&ber from the Lord, Lake 1.45. | Pray do'batmmark, among 
a muſtivtude:pf' —_ 'theſe two Promiſes, and'IGe what k 4b- 
lid; ſabſtabtial, and infallible Aﬀfirancs 'they' do rotede is the 
Hearvs of ſ6und Believers! Whifoererdajoveh feſo$iGhpilt 
Ault nog porſhy bilt [have [Everlafiſng Like, oP ungel 
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Thomid anne: —_ Landy 1 believe, help mp Onbeliaf 1 Ja- 
ger Tkeoow that:I-do believe in Chriſt, 1 _ 
that Ireibon Chrit, I throw my Jelfzpon hip; and upon him 
alycfor Salvation.”, What now can the gonel jon, be leſs than 
| this þ;4;ans! petiſwaded!becaufe | of the Promiſe:of God, who. can- 
.L notrhio, coor deay;himielt, thatd-ſball — gp Periſh, bnt have un- 
| doubtedly and) anc infalohy Everlaſting Life 
cometh unto me, | 1 mill in; 10 wiſe caſt aut, 
John's. 37. rad = faith Peter, to whom ſhall we- £0, Lord, but 
| -natorthy ſelf?: For thou only haſt the Words, of Eternal Life. 
; I know none-ather Rack unto. which. I. may;; flee, but -unto the 
Rock of Ages get vs Chriſt. "And what then is the concluſian 
Sutthis; ebecauie] am drawn bythe ſweet, fecret, and 
marr Power of Divine Grace, .and docome unto, and: run 
after the Lord Jeſus, and lay hold of him, reſting and repoſing 
my 'poor Sout-upon him |; therefore he will. in go wiſe caſt me 
out; he: will heal my. Back-Adings,. love. me ireely, receive me 
———— and fave me everlaſtingly. - You, ſee Rye how 
Salt a6 per. 7 verb [needs be. TIE 
19: no1y of AE #1102 bz | 
bs | "Ge /Bnbdid not Padikaow, this. ff Was be not allored. and 
waded bb this Love of :God: towards him, ;by a-fpecial agd 
particular Divine: Revelatign, : which Eleq Believers __ now a- 
"CD: i bat rovgits. 
n= Indeed this-isthe:DoGriae of the Romanfts : But it is 
nat. Scriptmrdoaunire,. but dalhesh with cat; and-is, diametri- 
| cally oppoſite therenatqor! For: St! Pa: doth. net arrogate this 
 Affurance-thi hiodelfi only; as: ifiiti were cis: foe, incommungi- 
| able” Privilege. 'No5) but-he [layeth iti open, and, in common 
unto all the Children of God, as I have proved tbefore,. and you 
may read' once again in the th Chapter of rhe Epiſtle to the 
m—_— Verſes 30, 32,132,233 344 35s 
-Fdid hut —_ now: cell you what was the ſource: ad 
ſpring; Ee. -this Aflurance.; 272. God's: Everlaſting: Purpoſe and 
+ Dednee of Eleftioh;, ſeated, home' by the Holy: Spirit: unto: the 
fornd Believer in his effettoal: Calling, :and ſincere Converſion, 
 after-deep. | Humbling, "Repentance, and Reformation, with 
Divine Peace, Joys and Comforts unſpeakable » and full of 
.G *! S lies 
To T fay pt more}.cak Pau Jad [attained unto this Aﬀfitrence 
al Revelation; then he NSITINN ae told it 
| "Pita 
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Fit into the wars, 5 Heavens, into the co heminge ap God z; i 5: 
bm. rs ions Yn Viſions ww not law- 
1 to EC y- were ppire;, . Things impoſſible 
t0 be uttered. gb ' had'' no Skill, "if he hyper pron 
Words, nor Expreſſions wheteby'to fignifie them unto others. 
And if this be a Truth, as they are his ownexpreſs Words, bow 
then:could he have this Aſſurance by extcaordinary Revelation ? 
For if he had it ſo, we ſhould never have had it made known to 
ns : For ſuch Bee? and divine extraordinary Revelations 'are 
miraculous, ben a giveauy account of "their . 


Nature.” 
From the Text tlins opened, we mayk = theſe Three Points 
-of Doarine. 3 C4. 5 AY 12 a 2, 
1 Do8. That Ele& Bellevers.s are beloved of God the Father in 
Chriſt, or for the ſake of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; not fot their 
Own ſakes, but only for Chriſt's, - /- - 
+ Were it not forthe: Perſon of Chrift//God wouldnt. have 
any the leaſt reſpett to them, or regard for them, The Prophet 
Elba would not fo-much asdeign caſt his Eyes upon'the witked 
King of [frael, 'tho” he wgrea'per it :notbeeq for: the 
fake of that good King apbat ; nor would Ged: have 'had 
any the leaſt Piry upon Believers, -had it not been for- Chriſt's 
Qke..- It 48in-his beloved Son that he is well Let rarer with them: 
They be — m the Well-beloved:.* 
as Members of Chriſt their Head; Ce tradite —— 
for Chriſ®s.lake ;- they dejuſtified;; becanſe of Chriſt's 
neſs; they be adopted by the Grace of Chriſt, and recoticiled by 
his Blood, and faved by | his Death. 
.. + The Love which God hath for them, jsnot only a Loveof Be- 
nevolence, by which he wiſheth welt onto them; but for-Chriſt's 
fake, he hath a Love of Amity and Complacency for .them,! and 
. richly loadeth'them with all his ſaving Benefits, becauſeof the 
Paſſion of Chriſt, who'loved them, and died for them, and gave 
himſelf a Sacrifice of a ſweet-fmelling Savour ; therefore. hath 
'God a moſt favourable reſpeft unto them. Yea, and becanſe of 
_ -Chriſt's continual Interceſſion for them, - becauſe that hes thiir 
Advocate with the Father, therefore j is God propitious tathem, 
. - doing away all their Iniquitit - Tranſgreſſions, 'aad Sins: For. 
| God heareth Chriſt always, can es tum nothing: which he 
xzequeſteth for them. Queſt. 
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in the very Elect them- 
1e Perſons: that once they were. 


LE Sin, 'and by Nature Children 


flels'of Grace; and Heirs of Glory, he doth there- 

inted-time oe them effeQually our'of their Dark- 

arvelots Lifhr + He Joth"convert them favingly 

"the *trreſiſtible Power of his-viRorious and yorti- 
-iou: deGrace, 5 doth ſandific them infrardly, and thoroughly 
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keth wm Fra 11 in every good.” 
at. your leifure, Titus 3.3, 4; 5 
25 26, 27. Col. 1.12, 13. _ 
orcomer this Love, where 
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Again, this Love whereby we areibcloved of God, is'a me 
free and undeſerved Love: We were elede 
Being, beforeever the 2 hops had a Beginning; Jo that 
be abſolutely free, pe thout any motive or Merit Tor-it in'y 
the-Children not. yet born, - neither hay ng done any Goo! 
or Evil, that the Ps Je of God according to Elechion--might. - 
ſtand, not of Works, but. of him that. calle h,. it was iad, Farol 
bave I loved; but. Eſa bave 1 bated, Rom.'s, 1 1,23. And t 
Lord bath appeared to.me_ of old, ſaying, I beve laued-; ere prtb- 2 
wo Lowe; therefore with Living "Koni que. 4 ann1 "mh 
Jer. 31. 
” Apd this Love of God is grounded and botroand ojon an hs 
moveable, 
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ſus doth give unto all them, who are given him by the Father, 
:ternal Eife, and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any one 

take them out of his hand. The Father which gave them to him 

1s greater than all, and none is able to pluck them out of his 
. hand : And he and his Father are one. 

" TheA 


1d he ap . | 
The Afts of this Divine Love are innumerable, and the de- 
grees and dimenſions of it are unmeaſurabte. Who can count 
His mighty As? Who can utter forth all God's Praiſe? There 
e heights and depths, lengths and breadths unfathomable, in- 
'E inprehenſiþle dimenſions in the Love of God, ſurpaſling all 
created Knowledge. It is impoſſible $0 give in a Specimen of 
Particulars, '1 have hinted at ſome : And had I the Rhetorick 
.and Arithmetick of Men and Angels, I could never,expreſs and 
"compute the reſt. Who can ſearch ont God, or' the Love of 
God..unto PerfeCftion ? Tt is a Golden Stream running out of one 
i ade . bottomleſs Ocean of Eternity into another. We 
; are ut of Yeſterday, and know nothing of the Antiquity and 
| Eternity of Divine. Love: It was deſtinated and defign'd before 
tune, communicated and collated in time, and will be continued 
. and N Wrnated when time ſha!l be no more. That Love which 
God had -purpoſed for his Ele&t before the World, doth ſeize 
- upon them, lay hold of them, claſp, and embrace them whilſt 
_hey'be in, this World dead, rotting, and ſtinking above-ground 
10 Joie 0s. anddoth waſh bem ſn the Later 0 Repeocration, 
quickning and raiſing them up-unto the divine Lite, —_—— 
C 2 ap 


eir Defileme bominations, «and 'is.now..qualifying 

nakinMh&in meet and fit for an Inheritance with the Saints 
in Light. te, 2g | He Coated eh, CEE E 
- Beſides this Love wherewith God doth love them. it -« 


all to go well with them; .all the Motions of- the” Whe Is 
Providence do: work together for their good : So. that all things 
--are theirs; for the Uſe and Service, the Behoof and Benefit of the 


all the iatricate and perplexing Paſſages of Divine Providence 
from firſt toaſt, ſhall underſtand abundance of Gad's Love and 
Loving-kindneſs. | ; 
And to ſay no more, the Love which God beareth unto his E- 
le&and adopted Children, it is ineffable and incomparable. Be- 
hold ! what manner of Love is this, which our Heavenly Father 
hath expreſſed to us, and beſtowed upon us, in making. us his 
Sons and Daughters? Can you tell what its Nature is? Can you 
tell what its AQs, Kinds, and Degrees are ? Haye you any Paral- 
tel for it? any full, ſufficient Similitude, and emphatical Reſem- 
| blance of it? All our Compariſons are here faint, flat, low, and 
| infinitely beneath it. ?Tis true, as a Father pitieth and loveth 
his Children ; ſo the Lord pitieth and loveth them that fear him. 
Bur yet here is a, vaſt inequality, a vaſt difference and diſpropor- 
tion betwixttheſe two: Far the Love of earthly Parents, it 1s fi- 
nite and ſcanty ; it ischangeable, and may be turn'd into Hatred ; 
it is. en Ong at beſt it is weak and feeble; it ſtands 
more in Show than in Subſtance; in good Words and Wiſhes than 
in beneficial Deeds and Performances ; and. oftentimes it is an 
belpleſs Love; witneſs the caſe of Hagar and Iſmael : For when 
the Water was ſpent in the Bottel, ſhe caſt her Child under one 
of the Shrubs, and ſhe went and fate her down over-againſt bim, 
| ' a good way. off, as it were a. Bow- ſhot : For ſhe ſaid, Let me'not 
? ſee the [Death of. my Child; it is a cruel, a. double Death unto me. - 
| And ſhe ſats evcr-againſt him, and lift. up her Voice; and wept. Here 
was the Love of a dear Parent, but an helplgſs Love. Now, is the- 
Love of Ged our Heavenly Father towards us ſuch a Love? 
No; it is infinite, unchangeable, immortal, real, cordial, mighty, 
yea,an almighty, and all-ivfficient Love,that nothing can be paral- 
lePd to it, or compar'd with it, Oh! let my whole Soul be ſwal- 
low?d up for ever.in this moſt profound Abyſsof Divine Love! 
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EleCt Believers. And-therefore whoſo is-ſo wiſe, and obſeryeth 
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| P | God. This is'o8r . 
Love unto God, that Love which we bear unto GoW with which 
we do love God, Joy, delight, and acquieſce in God. And with 
this holy and: heavenly AﬀeSion do all .Ele& Believerslove God 
moſt ſincerely and ſupreanly, although but weakly and imper- 
i fe&ly. However, this-Love 1s not at a ſtand, nor decaying, but 
Tx groweth and aſe in them with the Increaſes of God, fo 
' that it becomes ſtronger than Death, that no Oppoſitions, no. nor 
Death it ſelf can maſter; or conquer it; foit is a laſting, yea, an 
everlaſting. Love: They love God moſt dearly andigranſcendens- Pfal-13 r. 
ly. Thou, Lord, ſaid Peter, who knoweſt all things, *knoweſt this to Jo 1 ga 21. ts 
be the truth; That love thee unfeignedly and ſuperlatively. Haw, [4 at 
Now Elect Believers:may know and be affured of. both theſe Phil. 2. zo. 
Loves ; of God's Love unto them, and of their Love unto God. 
1. They may be aſcertained of their Love to God, that they 
love him unfeignedly, and without diſſimulation ; that they do 
love him ſapreamly and ſuperlatively : For it is an A& of our 
own ; and we cannot doubt of our own Atts exerted by us. A 
Man need not queſtion whether he thinks, ſpeaks, heareth, taſteth, 
. or that his Senſes be exercis'd; the very Motions and Operations 
of them are plain Demonſtrations of their exiſtence. Do but 
love God, exert the AQ of Love to God in your Hearts, joy and 
delight in him chiefly and continvally , ſtudy in all things to 
pleaſe him, be fearful of offending him, keep-his Commandments 
diligently and impartially, and you may know certainly that you. 
do love God. A Man that taſteth Honey, knows thart it is ſweet ; Pal. 34. 8. 
and if ye love God, you cannot but taſte and feel the Sweets of 1J9h1-1,2, 3: 
it ; and your own inward Senſe and Experience will teſtifie to 
this Truth, that you do love God ; for you know it becauſe yau 
feel it. 
* 2. That Love which God beareth to us : This alſo may be 
known by us; and we may have a ſolid and undoubted aſſurance 
- of it. Poſſibly you willask me, How ſo ? Ianſwer, in ſhort, by 
this : Ws 
1.God's Love to us from before time, is manifeſted by our Love 
unto God in time, Do we love God now? Then certainly God 
loveth us, and loved us with an everlaſting Love: For we never , jp 4 tc 
loved God, but he loved us firſt, That pure and holy Flame Gal. 4. 9; 
which burns in the Heart of anEle& Believer, was firſt kindled 
by a live Coat from God's Altar, from God himſelf. 
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40. 83, 


| Plal. 119.6. 


| Cant. 1+ 3» 
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2 Tim. 2. 29, that love the Lord, hate Evil; the evil of fu 


. for therein do I delight. Is your Obedience full and. impartial ?: Is jt 
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Lovenponiſbu, your Fer againft alfSit, al 
'Sin, and all and Very individual known i £255 n of 


and-others Sin ;. you cannot brook, ior tolerate *t 
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cannot connive at them,.nor indulge unto then inthe 


in compariſon of $1, This is the worſt. of Evils, as 
tally, effentially, and eternally evil.” You that natni 
of Chriſt, or are &alled by his Name, or do'call'npen-his Name, 
do you depagt and apoftatize from all Iniquity. If you do' fo, and 
you cannot Þut know whether youdo ſo or no; and if you know 
that you do- hate Sin univerſally, implacably, *and with -your 
whole Heart; then alſo you may very well know that you are 
beloved of God. ; ha | 
3. What is that Obedience which you yield unto God ? Is it 
free, ſpontaneous,: and voluntary, or enforced and conſtrained ? 
David, the Man after God's own Heart, the left of God, 'a 
moſt eminent Old 'Teſtament-Believer, highly. beloved of God 
could pray the Lord to accept ' of his Free-will Offerings, and 
that he might be enlarged to run the ways of God's Command- 
ments. Is your Obedience cordial and chearful? -from the Heart 
and with the whole Heart ? Thy Law 15 19my Heart ; and, Make 
me to go in the Path. of thy Commandments, ſajd the ſame David ; 


without picking and chuſing 2 without halting - and halving ? 
Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, when I have reſpe& unto all thy Command 

ents. Laſtly, is your Obedience conſtant, laſting, and unwearied ? 
They that begin in the Spirit, and end in the Fleſh, may think 
themſelves young Saints, but do prove old Devils. - Wherethe 

Love of God is centred, andabiding in the Soul, it makes it to be * 
fixed, immovable, and to be always abounding 1in:the Work of 
the Lord, unto all well-plealing. 7 have ſworn, and will perform to 


_ keep thy righteous Fudgments, 119 Pal. 106. 


4. If God's Love be fixed on you, you be drawn by a ſweet 
and holy vielenceunto Chriſt, you are moved: by the irreſiſtible 
Power of Divine Love, to'give upand reſign your ſelves totally 
and eternally unto the Lord Jeſus: Draw me, andwe will run after 
thee. have loved thee with an everlaſting Love. therefore with lo- 


|  ring-kindneſs bave I drawn thee. | None can comejunto me, except the 
| John6. 37, 44 


Father draw him. All that the Fatber giveth me, ſhall come wito we. 
And 
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— cho ob pron them of x; y they neirher do | 
f16r-cali $6 it Teally/nor eventually. ' For, 
__ 4,  Noowithſtafiding Sin uidwelling in chem, they may have 
re, and good Aflſyrance through Grace of God's Love | 
ks them Jha pf theirs unto God. For Sin could never hinder 
heir HeMion before time, for could it debar thein of Divine 
Love 'to'call theth int ime cffecually, and to convert them faving- E Ezck. 16.8: | 
Jy + For if it could, "they had never been eleQed nor” converted. Tit 3: 3, 4 57 
_ iff 14 doit; bei He muſt have been for'ever deſtitureof the 
Lore. of Goc ;. becavfe all Men wert 'Sinners ; and thereis'not a | 
juſt Man upon Earth who- ſinneth not. Yea, and -God does fo. 
wiſely z and order this helliſh evil Sin, as to make it pro- 
mote and-further their San&ification: For i it is inthis caſe with: 
Elect rrghat as with poor Travelless, whilft journeying on the 
Hiph- 0c.3er Travellers riding with thetn do aſperſe them ; 
'yea, —_ yy themſelves do daſkhup dirt upon themſelves; bur 
they either take no notice at all, or make very light and ſlight of 
it; Piſh! {ay they, theſe are but the Badges of Traveljers. But 
-by and wy the Horſes ſtumble, and the Men fall into a Ditch, 
-and are d all over. Now this Fall and this Filth cauſeth 
 them-to wellr their Clothes, and to cleanſe away all their Spots 
—— a great; and the Bruizes they had by the Fall, PR 
tNem 
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 Andjuſt thus is twith Believers: As they are *ravelling ia: h s 
World, they do contra@, both by their Omiſſions and Commilli- 
ans Any a foul Spot upon 1 them;but they. make no matter ofit /rill 
ſuch time as God ſuffers them! to- be over-power'd by ſome great 
Temptation, and' fall into ſome notorious T ranſgreſſion; then 
Conſcience 15 awakened and terrified; and by reaſon. of the 
Wounds and Breactes' in it, and the Terrors of God npon it, 

-* they fall to purifying of themſelves. Then Repentance is re- 
newed ; then they waſh themſelves in thoſe 'bitter and briny, 
Waters, not only-from their groſs Pollutions, but-from'their 
leſſer Sins'aM Offences ; then they cleanſe themſelves inwardly 
and outwardly ; then they cry unto God'to waſh them through: 
ly, to cleanſe away their Leproſie, and to, heal them perfectly, 
Thus from the ſtirrings and motions of Sin ih them, and Now 
the out-breakings of groſſer Corruptions upon them, doth God's 
Holy Spirit excite Evangelical Repentance, Faith, Fear, Rea =o 
tion, Zeal, godly Jealouſie, a yehement Deſire, | holy Revenge, 
pn Ns, nl Gb pgs _— | 
upon mortuying and Cruct c £ t 
Laſts and AﬀeRtions thereof, and cauſeth them. to” walk. more 
humbly, carefully, circnmſpeatly, cloſely, and vprightly wit! 
their God for the future : So that'in all things they labour to ap- 
prove themſelves unto God, and'to have a-Confſcii id 
-Offence , both towards God and the World. [So 

though their Sins were great Sins, yet they were good Sins : 'Not 
good 'in themſelves, no more than mortal Poiſons can be go« 
but- good in their. Effects and Events, ' as God 'extrafted, like” a 
moſt wiſe Chymiſt, a moſt ſoveraign Antidote out of the moſt 
- Poiſonous Vipers, 

Yea, and let me add one word more: Sin in Ele Believers, 
cannot. diveſt them of their Aſſurance , becauſe it doth haſten 
their Salvation ; for it makes God's Saints weary of their Lives, 
and to cry more ardently. unto God for a ſpeedy and full rant 
rance from it : Oh!, when will the Redeemer come to Son; an 
'turn away Tranſgreflion from vs, the poor Children oo 
God of Facob / Come, Lord Jeſu ! 'O come quickly ! Put an end 
£o Sin! totally aboliſh it , eradicate. and extirpate-it, Roi 
and Branch, out of our Hearts and Lives! Oh .that 
ſin no more! When, O when ſhall we be finleſs Crea 1 
upon this account it. is moſtly that they do haſten the Day and 

Com- 
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Coming ofthe Lord Jeſus ; who for his Ele fake, 'that tire hin 
with their Importunities, will cut ſhort his Work in Righteouſ- 
neſs, and put a ſpeedy end unto this preſent World. * | 
-2, No Devils from without them, can deprive them of God's 
: Love, nor of the Aſſurance of it. «4 
iſt. .No Paſſive ones can. Seven of theſe are entherated and 


. . a 


ſpecified by Name. Let's ſee of whazyfng Bike be, whether | 


' they cando this great Feat or Exploit, or no 

1. Can®Tribulation ſeparate them from the Love of God ? 
No: Thoſe terrible Flails may threſh their Bodies, bruize and 
break- their Bones ; but they cannot drive out god's Love 
. from their” Souls. Theſe painful Afﬀlictions, whilſt they be 
decaying the outward Man, they do cauſe the inward Man to 
be renewed Day by Day. The Saints are now-more careful and 
ſollicitous for their Souls, when they enjoy the feweſt Comforts 
for their periſhing Bodies. - © - | on os 

2. Can diſtreſs Divorce them from God's Love ? No: For 
although they kg in great anxiety of Mind , as not, knowing 
where to-go, nor what courſe to take, they being almoſt ar 
their Wirs end, all Help and Refuge failing them here below ; 
yet however they -be perplexed, they are not in deſpair, but 


they do look upward, and their Expedtations are from God : - 


Their Eyes are lifted up unto him, as the Eye of a Servant 
unto. his Maſter, and of an Hand-maid unto her Miſtrefs, 
*till he do. come and help them. They abound now in Hope, 
becauſe of his Great Name ;. and what will he not do for his 
Great Name, Fehovab Jirebh 2 When they are in the Valleys, 
he is in the Mount. They know that their Extremity is God's 
Opportunity : ' They are therefore as dying Facob, ever: waiting 
for his Salvation. jan” 
3. Can Perſecution do it? No: - The Love of God is now 
- more plentifully and ſenſibly communicated to them ; for if the 
World hates them, God loves them : And although their Ene- 
-mies are-ſwifter than the Eagles, and do hunt their ſteps, and 
follow hard after them to deſtroy their Souls, yet they are not 
forſaken of their God. Sometimes he provides a hiding-place' for 
them, an inviolable SanQuary for them, either in Heaven, or 
under Heaven. Sometimes he preſerveth them moſt powerfully, 
ilaſtriouſly,; and miracuWuſly : Or if ke do ſell them into. the 
- hands of theirPerſecutors, the worſt that they can do them-is but 
.to kill the Body; they cannat in the leaſt deſtroy their Souls : 
| D _ Yea, 
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Yea, and when they wreak their utmolt of "their Rags, Ma 
_ and Cruelty ppon them, they do but ſend theſe ſaffering Saint 
when they, drive them out of, this World, unto their God, 
into Heaven; where they would fain be. ph EF. 

4. But cannot Famine deprive them of the Love@f God? Indeed 


this isa- moore Trial, and a moſt ſtinging Temptation. What, 


can a Mother forget ber ſucking Child ? If thou wert. the Son- 
God,if God were thy Father, wbo hath all Power, he conld not have 


ſo little gocd-will for thee, but that he would turatie& Stones 


into Bread, that thou mighteſt live, and not die. Even the Sea- 
Monſters dgdraw out their Breaſts unto their young: And he 
that provideth not for his Family, 1s worſe than an Infidel, What is 


become of thy Gol, thou Believer 2 Hold" thy peace, Satan; my 


God is where he always was, even in:the higheſt Heavea, and he 
knoweth my preſent and pinching Wants in this lower Earth: 
And if he ſaw that it were good for me,*he* who is infinite Love 
and infinite Wiſdom, and Alſufficiency, even he would imme- 
diately ſpread a Table for me in the Wilderggſs. Am I wiſhr 
than God ? No; ke knows what he hath belt to;do for me. A 
forty Days Faſt, is better than an eyery-Day's Feaſt. Jam far 
miſh'd here for-my Sins, for my 'ungratetyl Abuſes of that Pl 
- which 1 once enjoy'd, 1am punifd here, -that;I may be ſpar” 
hereafter. I have my evil Things in this Life, that I may. re- 
cerve my good Things in that which is to.come, Jam now tor- 
mented, that I may hereafter be comforted... Man liveth-not 
Bread only, but by that Word which-cometh- ont of the Mou! 
of God. God's Word doth fupport and comfert. my. Soul; 
bleſſed be God for this Stay and Staff of Life. "I 

5. But cannot Nakedneſs rid them of God's Love? Indeed this 
isa moſt potent Engine forged in Hell to this very purpoſe ; far 
it woundeth the Saints in their moſt ſenſible part, This Tem- 
Pration: is againſt their Modeſty, their Chaſtity, their Piety 


their Purity, and true Honour : They can neyer think of it with- 


out Bluſhing and Coufuſion, without Fear, Grief, and Deteſtg- 


tion. But the Dyeiscaſt, Though the ungodly may ſtrip them 


of their outer Garments, yet they cannot of the glorious: Rebe 
ef Chriſt 'sRighteouſneſs: And if they mnſt ſuffer Ignominy for 
Chriſt's ſake, a Spirit of Glory ſhall reſt upon them, and that 
from God:; yea, and for this tempor Diſhonour which - had! 
'he done unto theſe Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, their naked ho 
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\ they ſhall be beautified and adorned with a far more > 
o and everlaſting weight of Glory. EE 
6. cannot Peril ſunder and ſever betwixt them and the 

Fove of God ? 'No ; for though they be every moment running 

the risk of their Lives, and always in jeopardy of Death, and that 

without are Frights, and within are Fears ; yet they know that 
when this earthly Tabernacle ſhall be diſſolved, they have an 

Houſe, a Building not made with Hands, eternally reſerved.in 

the Heavens, And at what time they. are afraid, they will put 

theirtruſtin God. And we have received the Sentence of Death 

in our ſelves, that we ſhould not truſt ia our ſelves, but in the li- 

ving God, which raiſeth the Dead, who delivers us from ſogreat 


aDeath, and doth deliver, in whom wetrult he will yet deliver 


7;But cangot the Sword ſeparate them from the Love of God? 
Indeed this terrible-Inffryment of Divine Vengeance was at the 
writing of this Epiſtle, unſheathed out of God's Scabbard ; it was 
ſharpned, mo and glittered to make a great ſlaughter 
amofg the Primitive Chriſtians, who were as Sheep drawn out 
to the Shambles, and for his Name fake killed all the day long. 
Thus Herod Agrippa ſlew Fames the Brother of. our Lord with 
the Sword, threatned Peter, and divers other Members of the 
Church in Jeruſalem, that they ſhould fall by the edge thereof : 
And Nero, and thoſe other Red Dragons which. ſucceeded him 
in the Roman Pagan Empire, did'cut off many .Myriads of God's 
Saints ; imſomuch' that in the Tenth and laſt Perſecution 

which laſted ten long Years together, under that Bloody and 


Barbarous Tyrant Diocle/ſjan , &c. Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians do 


relate, That there were not fewer than Ten thouſand Martyrs 
Fd every Day of the Year. And yet althongh they were: 
thas hewn in pieces with exceſs of Cruelty, the Patience and 
Conftaricy of the Saints was immovable; it wearied and tired 
ont. the boiling Rage of their moſt inhnman Perſecutors. They 
never forgot nor forſook their God, nor dealt falſly in his Cove- 
ant, nor was their Zeal for their Holy Religion in the leaſt in- 
termitted or abated ; but it hapned to them as to God's ancient 
Fact in Egypt, that the more they were afflicted and oppreſſed 
the more were they encreafed, and were more -embold”ned an 
encouraged to hold faſt the Profeſſion of their Faith without wa- |. 


. vering ; and the Blood of the Martyrs became the Seed of the 
Church, $. that they flouriſhed far more than before. The 


D Sword 


Sword then , whichis a moſt - grievous. Devouret and+. De-: 
| ſtroyer, could not deſtroy the Love of God in them, nor God's 
Love for them. - EN IP | G F ; 
» 2ly. Adtive Evils ſhall not ſeparate us from the Love-of God: 
in our-Lord Chriſt Jeſus. The Apoſtle brings in ten of them,nine 
«Specialsand one General, as uſing their utmoſt Efforts to.do it ; 
but all to no purpoſe, We ſhail examine, and. conſider them 
particularly, et, i es 

;. Death,- that mighty Conqueror, that. invincible King of 
Terrors, he trieth all his Forces, if poſſible, to deſpoil them of 
the Loveof God ; but all his Attempts are in vain and unavaila- 
ble : For Love, the divine Love in them is ſtronger than Death; 
yea, and in the very Jaws of Death, they are ſo far comforted, 
and inflamed with the Love of God, that they bid a defiance to 
Death; they do dare and challenge Death to do its worſt and ut- 
moſt to them ; they are above the Fear of Death ; they rejoice in 
the near approaches of Death, invite and deſire Death to do its 
will and work upon them, becauſe then they ſhall have their 
Fills of Divine Love, and ſwim in the Oceamof its Delights and 
Pleaſures forevermore. [Thus our Holy Apoltle, _ 7 defire to be 
diſſolved, and to be at home with Chriſt, which us far better. And we 
that are 1n this Ea'thly Tabernacle do groan earneſtly, deſaring to be 
clothed upon with our Houſe from Heaven, We - are confident, and 
willing alſo to be abſent from the Rody, and to be preſent with the Lord. 
So Eljab he requeſted for himſelf that he might die, and ſaid, t 
is enough now, O Lord, take away my Life. And thus we read: of 
Avrabam, Fob, and David, they were full of Days, they had their 
f1l of Life : They could part with 'Riches, Honours, --Eſtates, 
Crowns, Kingdoms all their Relations,and earthly Comforts,moſt 
willingly, that by Death they might come to the ful} Enjoyment of 
God's Love. God had ſatisfied them with long Life,and they longed 
inſatiably to ſee his Salvation. Poſſibly ſome may ſay theſe were an- 
cent Inſtances. I ſhall therefore ſubjoin a few modern Examples. 
Ar. Henry Holland, a Famous Non-Conformiſt Miniſter and 
Preacher in this City, about an hundred years ago, lying upon. bis 
Death-bed, had this 3h Chapter of the Romans read unto bim; which 
whilſt be was expounding, and applying unto. thoſe who attended bim, 
#04 the ſudden be crieth out, Ob! what is this Light that ſhineth 'in 
upon me ? -They anſwer bim, it was the Sun, which then brgke out of a 
dark and black Cloud. No, ſaid be, *tis not the Sun-ſhine, but my Sa- 
was Shine. O ! the Foys, O! the Comforts that Z feel ! whether 


in the Body, or out of the Hoo I cannot tell; IT ſee, and feel thin 
that are unutterable, and: full of Glory, O ! my Friends, let it be © 
preached at my Funcral, 'and tell it when I am dead and gone, that God  * 
dealetb Famegtly with May, . O! will you not go with me ! It grie-_ 
veth me to leave you bebind me. - 1 am as full of Comfort as my beart - 
can halt. - God dealeth familiarly with Man, And in theſs exta- 
tical Exprefſions,. he roamed ſweetly towards Heaven ; till a - 
. while after finkiogin his Bed, he ſighed, 4b! as yet my Sins do 
keep mefrom my God. - But he ſoon recovered himſelf .out of that 

Agony ; ang being raviſhed with the- Love of God, he died that - 
very Evening in Peace. OY NY 
Mr. fJobnWelſh (Grandfather 'to that worthy - Seotch Miniſter 
of his own Name, the famous Field-Preacher, who deceaſed at 
Wapping ſome years ago ) lying upon his Death-bed, was over- 
| heed peaking in Prayer theſe Words: Lord! ſtay thy hand ! Thy 
Servant is but a Clay-Veſſel, be cannot brook, nor bear theſe exceſſive 
Foys which thou infuſeſt to him. The Glories which he ſeeth and feels, 
do overpow'r bim';, be cannot ſuſtain them. Reſerve them, Lord-! till 
he ſhall be out of the Body, immediately, and eternally in thy Preſence 
in Heaven! Reverend - Mr. Newman, Author of the great Con- 
cordance, and Paſtor of the Church of Rehoboth in New England, 
foretold the day and-hour of his Death the laſt Lord's Day of his 
Life in the Pulpit, inviting his Church to hear him preach his 
own Funeral-Sermon on ſuch a day of that very week; which 
accordingly he did from that Text, Fob 14. 14. .Jf a Man die, 
ſhall be live again? All the days of my Appointed Time will I wait till 
my Change cameth. Sermon and Prayer being ended, and the 
Bleſſing given, 'ſevetal of his Chriſtian Friends follow him into 
his Houſe, where they ſpend their time in holy and heavenly Di- 
* ſconrſes, in devout and fervent Prayers. Ar laſt, altho* he 
were in perfe& Health, without:any bodily Diſtemper or Sick- 
neſs, he very ſolemnly takes leave'of them all ;* giveth his laſt 
Bleſſing unto: his Children; and embracing his Wife, he thanked 
her for her Conjugal Aﬀection to him, for following him through 
that vaſt Ocean of 3ooo Miles into the Wilderneſs, for all her 
tenderCare of him, and Kindneſs to him; and praying down a 
Bleſſing upon her, he ſeparates himſetf from her ; and lifting up 
. His eyes and hands'to Heaven, and uttering theſe Wards, Now - 
- Angels do your Work ! He dropt down dead. . 

Let me ſubjoin one paſſage more, of my'deareff, and only Bro- 
ther, Mr. Philip. Quick, of Plymouth, who died at the "Age of 25. 


, "He wasa moſt choice and precious Chriſtian, one 


\ 


| 1ſtiai that lived and 
walked with God upon Earth. He ſpent three hours every day 
duly, in the morning, at noon, and evening, in private Religious 
Dnties ; began always and ended with Prayer, reading the Scri- 
ptures, and Meditation. At night he writ down in his Diary all 
Paſſages of the day, Sins, Duties, Frame of Heart, Exerciſes of 
Grace, Vows, Mercies, and whatever Proyidences worthy of Re- 
mark had befallen him, or others that day, and had reached his 
Ears. He wasa moſt ftri& and conſcientious Obſerver of the 
Lord's Day : The Tithes of all his Gettings he devoted wholly | 


to Pious Uſes ; gave his Counſel and Pen to- the Poo?, without 


taking from them any Fees; would never intermeddle in an un- 
juſt Cauſe. He kept at his own Charges ſeveral. poor Children 
to School, where they were'taught to read in the Bible, and to 
learn by heart the Aſſemblies Catechiſm. © He had a ſingular dex- 
terity in preventing, and compoſing differences among the Mer- 
chants, who very mich lamented his Death. The laſt four 
Months of his Health, he never roſe from his knees in his-Cloſet 
without Raptures of divine Joys : And all the time of his Sick- 
neſs, he had the witneſs of God's Holy Spirit to his own Soul, 
that he wasa Child of God. Only the Thurſday morning (that 
he died the Saturday-night) about Two of the Clock the Devil 
ſet upon him moſt violently, and took his time to harraſs him, 
whenas the Blood guſhed out of his Noſtrils, and: could not. be 
ſtopt by any means inward, outward, nor by opening, of Veins 
in his Arms. This Exerciſe was very ſharp, and he was almoſt 
drowned in Deſpair : But it pleaſed God to rebuke, and drive 
away,the Adxerſary, who after about five hours toſſing and tor- 
menting of him, left him for goodand all, and neyer any more 
came near him. Ta the Miniſter who prayed with him about. 
ſeven in the morning, and asked him how it was with his Soul, 
whether Death was not terrible, and the Thoughts of appearing 
before the Judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, did not ſtrike an horror in- 
fo his Conſcience ? He anſwered, My deareſt Brother, I was never ſo 
bard put to it in all my Life as L bave been thus morning. For theſe 
five bours Satan bath tumbled me from Poſt to Pillar, taxed me 
an. Hypocrite, and damn'd me for a Reprobate': All. my Comforts, 
yea, wy very Hopes were all loft and gore, 1 did ceuex quite deſpair. of 
ever ſeeing God, But, bleſſed be the Lord! the Storm i naw over ; 
m9 Enemy is vanquiſhed, and" I. am now delivered from him - For 
whilſt you were pleading with God for ſuitable Mercy to be given to 
me 
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me'in ony profent Condition, the Lord graciouſly” heard, ad. anſwer'd 
poor, - He drove away the Tempter from me, ſcattered all my 
Fears, reſolved all my doubts. and tho' be was angry with me, yet 
his - ger 45 turned away from me, aud he bath comf-rted me: Tea, 
thoſe beavertly Jays, aud Conufolations mbich I bad- from him in my 
Keith, but had'been detained from me during my Sickneſs, ure now * 
reftored, andreturned to me in a full Tide. His Love is fh:d abroad 
in-my heart; I ſenſe and feel it ; it warms and revives my Soul ; 
1 am as full of comfort as my heart can hold, I am now above the 
 lowe of Lafe, and the fear of Death, And addreſſing himſelf unto 
God, Lord! ſaid be, cut ſhort thy Work jn Righteouſneſs! make a 
ſhort Work of it, O my God! O! when ſha!l I be at home with thee, 
0 my Heavenly Fatber ! Come ! Come ! Lord Feſu, O ronie quickly ! 
And.in theſe, and ſuch hke heavenly Breathings, did he ſpend 
the Thurſday, Friday, and Saturday, day and night, waiting and 
longing for Celeftial Glories ; his Intelle&uals ſound, his Judg- 
ment 1olid, his Faith, Hope, Love, and other Graces, exceed- 
vig_ vigorous-and lively in their. Aftings. And after the laſt 
Prayer, 4n whith he was recommended, and reſigned up into 
the Arms of his moſt merciful Redeemer, he turning himſelf in. 
his Bed, : id with dying Facob, O God I have waited for thy Sal- 
vation 'and a ſhort time after fell aſleep in the Lord. 

Mr. Robert Gloyer the Martyr (and here is one in this Meeting 
deſcended from him) having laboured long under an afflicted 
and-troubled Conſcience, and all the time of his Impriſonment 
under'moſt ſevere Confliats and DEI; yet reſolving. 
ſtedfaſtly with himſelf that he would glorifie the Lord in the 
Fires, and ſeal his Truth- with his deareſt Heart-blood, altho” 
he had: no Comfort, .and that God did hide himſelf, -and the 
Light of his Loving Countenance from him : When he: was go- 
ing to the Stake, at which hewas burnt, Decay out. as a-Man. 
tranſported: with Joy, He is. come Auſtin (it was his Man's 
Name who waited upon him) Ze is come! He is come! The 
Comforter, whom 1 wanted and longed for, He is now come.! and 
died joyfully and triumphantly. 

And let'me extra& one or two Paſſages out*\of my cones, 
now in Manuſcript, but which God willing'in due time ſhall ſee- 
the Light, and be publiſhed : They are of the Deaths of thoſe 
two famous Divines, and Profeſſors of Theology, Dr. Andrew 
Rivet, and Monſieur Moſes Amyraud. 
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_ . bin the day be 


Monfieur Amyraud——= having given Bits dying B 
deareſt Wife, and his Paternal Counſels and Bleſſing 
Son-and Grand-children, and. done with: at worldly neſfes; - 
fixed his eyes and heart wholly upon his God. ' He panted-as 
the hunted Stag after the Water-brooks of Eternal Life. "When 
he came out of a fainting :Fit, he told thoſe about him, that 
he heard-the Lord calling him from this miſerable World, -and 
therefore he would make a Confeſſion of his Faith ; which hedid 
in a moſt large and ample manner, proving the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and of our Holy Reformed Religion , by 
many ſolid and unanſwerable Arguments. This. I -have pro- 
" feſled, faid he; I have preached this Holy Reformed Religion 
well nigh Forty Years. And turning himſelf unto the Papiſts . 
(for there were many then preſent in his Chamber, Spefators 
and Witneſſes of his laſt end) Gentlemen, faid he, This is the 
only true Religion, and out of it there is no Salvation. © That 
Ged to whom I am going knows that Ido ſpeak the very Truth, - 
This, and much more he uttered with a_ clear and audible _ - 
Voice; yea, and thoſe yery Papiſts heard him with much Re- 
verence and Attention. And being deſired by ſome, who then 
waited on him, not to ſpend ſo needleſly his few and fainting 
Spirits.; He replied courageouſly, Iam a dying Man, I cannot 
die-better than in my Maſter's Service, and'in edifying and in- 
SItrig of his People. »About a quarter of an hour before he 
' died, 'his Speech failed him; yet. had he his Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding ſound and vigorous, even to the very laſt. When he 
could not uſe Vocal Prayer any longer, - it was viſible that he 
uſed Mental. For in the laſt fifteen miriutes of his Life ,* he 
joined both his hands together, and lifted them np with his eyes 
unto Heaven , longing earneſtly for the Salvation of God ; 
and in that poſture yielded vp his bleſſed Soul into the Arms of 
his Redeemer. os | 
_ Moſt admirable was the Death of Dr. Andrew Rivet. He: had 
been full of Comfort -all the time of his laſt Sickneſs ; nor had 
he any Clouds upon his Soul, excepting for ſome*few hours one 
Evening, which afterward were diſſipated: by divine Grace be- 
fore the morning. When Mr. Lidius, Miniſter of Breda, viſited 
| ore he. died, he told him, Sir, I long for the 
Coming of * my Saviour, 1 long for his ſpeedy Appearance m 
Glory, that I may be delivered from. this Body of Sin, and be 
. Frith Chriſt, who both in Life and Death is Gain my F 
| : | -._ - embracs 
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* ubrace Chriſt by Faith : I am greatly.oppreſſdd, but I am ia 
the hand of my Whepherd : I wi my dear Saviour Jeſus 
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Chriſt, and now all my deſire is to be with my God. , 
His Wife ſeeing Death in his Face the morning that he died, 
faid unto him chearfully, Farewel my deareſt Heart, Enter joy- 
fully into Everlaſting Life. Yes, ſaid he, I am going unto thy 
God, and my God: We have got the Viftory: All is ours; 
Amen ! Even fo be it ! Farewel my Son: Farewel my dear 
Niece ! Be not afraid: Perſevere in the good Ways of God: 
Let none take your Crown : I go before, you ſhall follow me 
ſhortly : Do not doubt it, we ſha}l go together, and meet: the 
Lord in the Air, and ſhall be forever with him. Come, Lord 
Jeſu ! O! make haſte : Take thy poor Creature unto thy ſelf: - 
My Work is done : I am ready ! I am prepared. Come Lord! 


. I climbup unto thee : I hope, Iwait, I knock at thy Gate, O- 


pen/ Open, Lord! unto thy poor Servant. A Friend asking 
him, Sir, Are you not always joyful ? He anſwer'd with an -in- 
telligible Voice, Yes, I have full Aſſurance. And cloſed with 
thoſe Words of the Pialmift, in Pſal. 36. 7. 

O!. Lord, how great thy Favours be 

To them that put their Truſt in thee, 

And in the Shadow of thy Wing ? 

With full Delights thou filleſt them, 

And in thy Pleaſures pureſt Stream 

To drink, thou doſt them call and bring, 
Anda little time after he added : 

Thricehappy he whom thou doſt chuſe 

Near thee to dwell and ſtay, 

That he may flee unto thy Houſe, 

And there remain for aye. 

We ſhall be filled plenteouſly 

With Riches of thy Glory great, 

And-in thy SauGuary on high 

We all abundantly ſhall eat. | 

The Company having voided the room, his Son lamenting 

that they were left alone : No, ſaid he, I am not alone; for 
God is-with me. His Son reply'd, Sir, you muſt now be your 


own Evangeliſt; you have received the Miniſtery of Reconcilia- 


tion, now preach and apply to your own Soul the Meſſage 'of 
Peace, Tdo ſo, ſaid he, and my Soul believeth, Sir, faid his Son, 
Fear nothing ; For whoſoever believeth in Jeſus Chriſt ſhall not - periſh. 
Tea, ſaid his dying Father, but bave Everlaſting Life. His Son pray- 
E ed 


ed for hin) in ſhort Ejacylgtions, that God would fend him the 
Comforter, Yes, my Son, he 15 come. - Then, Lord, give unto: 
thy Servant full Aflurance'ef thy Love ! He anſwered, The Lord 
bath done it. © cloath him with thy Salvation ! He anſwered 
The Lird bath cloathed me! Well. then, Enter thou good and 
faithful Servant into thy Maſter's Joy : ' He: calleth thee: He 
ſtretcheth forth his Arms to receiye thee ! At this Word he rai- 
ſed vp himſelf, and opened his own Arms. . His Son prayed, 
Strengthen, Lord ! more and more the-Faith of thy Servant in 
this his laſt Agony, tbat he may ſee thee, that he may hear thy 
Voice, that he may be raiſed up to take hold of Eternal Life ! 
Yes, faid the dying Monſieur Rivet, Courage! Come, .let us go 
to the Throne of Grace, and obtain Pardon. That #s done, faid 
be, Take up the Shield of Faith, and put on the whole Armonr 
of God. He anſwered, 1 have every piece of them ; and added, 7 
bave fought the good Fight. His Son helped him in the reſt, / 
bavue finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the Faith ; and there is laid up for 
me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the Righteous Fudge, 
ſhall give unto me in that day. He added, yea, and he will do i, 
See, the hour of my Redemption is now come, Lord! give Wings unto 
thy Servant ! Open unto him thy Paradiſe! Let him be received to the 
bleſſed Viſion of thy Face, and let him he with the bleſſed Spirits of juſt 
Men made perfedt | Let him receive that White Stone, that 'Hid- 
den Manna; and let him bear part in that New Song, which: 
none underſtandeth, but he that ſingeth it ! He concluded, So 
he it ! Amen) : | 
Whilſt his Son and Niece (the. Daughter of that Venerable 
old Man .of God, Monſieur du Moulin, Paſtor and Profeffor of 
Theology at. Sedan) were offering up theſe ſhort ejaculatory Pe- 
Litions, there came into his Chamber two or three dear Friends, 
who were Eye-witneſſes of his moſt happy Death. The two 
Miniſters of the City of Breda came in 4 little after them, but 
£00 late to hear him ſpeak: They only made a ſhort Prayer. 
He lying with his Eyes and Hands lifted np.to Heaven, one of 
the Company faid, I behieve that at this inſtant he enjoyeth the 
bleſſed Vition of God, Then he forced himſelf to ſay, Yes ! 
and with that Word ſweetly yielded up the Ghoſt, at half an 
hour after-Ten in the forenoon, the 7th day of Fanwary, in the 
year of our Lord, 1651. and of his Age 78. and fix months 
having ſerved our Lord Jeſus in the Miniftry Six and fifty, and 
11 his Profeſſorſhip above thirty Years, with great Pains, Faiths ' 
folueſs, and Honour, | . | 
| et 


The Trinnph, of Faith ; 
Let me add another Inſtance of the comfortable and bleſſed 
departure of that moſt Reverend Miniſter of Chriſt, Mynheer 
Fobhannes Thilenus, Senior Paſtor of the Dutch Church of " Middle- 
burg"in Zealand, He was a moſt painful and fruitful Predcher 


of the Goſpel, a Man of ſingular Prudence, Zeal, - Piety, and- 


Courage, of a moſt generous and oanenng Charity to the poor 
Members of our Lord Jeſus; and moſt eſpecially to the Per- 
ſecuted and Baniſhed from their Native Soil, for Religion and 
Righteouſneſs-lake, to whom he gave large Summs with an'un- 


common Freedom. .and Liberality. His whole Life had been: 


exceeding cdifying, and Io was his laſt Sickneſs and Death. In 
his dying Bed, he told fome Chriſtian Friends, that he had 
abſolutely reſigned. his Will unto God, whether for Sickneſs ot 
Health, for Life or Death. And thoſe Chriſtian Friends, who 
viſited and diſcourſed with him about his approaching Change,and 
bis ſpeedy deliverance fromall thoſe Evils of this lower World, 
could ſee heavenly: Joys ſitting on his very Face and Countenance. 
Flong earneſtly, ſaid he, 1 wait pp etiontiyfor the Coming of my bleſſed 
Saviour and Redeemer. But I ſhall ſay more of him in my 7cones. 
\Let me relate one Paſſage of that Star of the Weſt, our Famous 
Mr. Heros, Paſtor of the Church of Xfodbury in Devon, ' The laſt 
Sermon that he preached(which wasin the latter end of May, 1617, 
at the LeQure in Plympton Morris, abont fix miles from Modbury) to 
avaſt and thronged Auditory ; coming out of the Pulpit in a great 
ſweat, he took a Cold, which caſt him into a Fever; the Stone and 
Gout joined in with that fiery — both ofthem did moſt 
grievouſly afflit and torture him, The Lord was pleaſed to exer- 
ciſe his Servant's patience, by putting himupon the rack; and yet 
neither of theſe mortal Diſeats did cut aſunder the Silyer Cord of 
his Life; for he died of a Kardialgia, a diſeaſe in the Orifice of the 
Ventricle. All the titne of his ſickneſs (which laſted one whole 
month) he lay ina profound ſilence. When his Relations, and Bre- 
thren in the Miniſtery, and ſome of his moſt intimate Friends, and 
ro Children, whom he had begotten unto Chriſt in the Go- 


pel, came and viſited him, and enquired of him abour his ſpiritual - 


and eternal Eſtate, he ſeemed to take little, or no notice of them z 
nor did he for ſometime reply nato them, unleſs it were with 
' weeping eyes and falt tears (flowing down his pale cheeks) being 
ſorrowtful Indications of his grievous Soul-troubles. Once, and but 
once, during this long and violent conflict with Satan,did he ſpeak, 
and that was unto his Wife, who moſt paſſionately bemoaned her 
Ad Condition, with bitter Outcries and Lamentations, what would 

| He E 2 " become 


The Triumph of Faith. 

become of her,and her ten Children, if God ſhould take away her 
Husband, and their Father from them'? Leave Woman, ſaid be, bold 
thy peace, That God who feeds the young Ravens, will never ſtarve my 
young Herons. In the midſt of his Temptations and Deſertions, the 
old Mr. Dodding (that reverend and faithful Miniſter of Pool, near 
Kingsbridge in the ſame County of Devon)one of his Boſom-friends, 
being preſent with him, and an eye and ear-witneſs of his deep 
ſighs, groans, and mournings, demanded of him the true Cauſe of 
his grief and trouble, that he might impart a ſeaſonable word for 
his Support and Comfort, Mr. Heron opens himſelf freely, but 
ina few words, to this his judicious and skilful Soul-Phyſician : 
Sir, ſaid he, there is a dark cloud upon my Soul, and a thick and black miſt 
betwixt my ſelf, and that Happineſs I have been _— after. For 1 
have been a too partial Fudge of mine eſtate, and thought it much better 
with me, than in truth it is., or I have deſerved, This was all he 'de- 
clared to him at that time, and then retired agaia with the Pſal- 
miſt into theCloſet of his own heart, ſeriouſly ſearching into the 
true grounds of his hope, and endeavouring to lay a ſure and ſolid 
Foundation for his everlaſting Condition, and to ſecure unto him- 
ſelf the Bleſſedneſs of that unſeen World into which he was now 
entering. In this frame he continued the moſt part of his Sickneſs, 
but nothing at all concerned for this World, or for his dying, pe- 
riſhing Body; histhoughts being wholly taken up about. Eternity, 
and the everlaſting Salvation of his precious, immortal Soul. It 
pleaſed God, the Father of Mercies, the God of all Confolations, 
about 3 days before his departure from this vale of Tears, to an- 
ſwer all his Doubts, and todiſperſe all his Clonds, and to break 
the Powers of the malicious miſchievous Tempter, and to grant 
him, through our Lord Jeſus Chrift, a glorious Viftory over him : 
For he ſpake Peace unto his Soul, and gave him his Holy Spirit the 
Comforter. And then Mr. Heron became more free, and enlar- 
ged in diſcourſe with thoſe godly Perſons who were about him, 
He told them, That now at laſt, through "Divine Grace, he had 
obtamed Peace with God, and felt the Conſolations - of bis Spirit, and 
that the Lord had lifted up the Light of his loving Countenance upon 
bim. To his Phyſician, azking him how it was with him, he an- 
ſwered, Sir, I am a very weak Man ; but the weaker 1 am in body 
more 1 labour to be ſtrong im the Spirit ; yea, I have laboured, do la- 
bour, aud thank God that my labour is not in vain, 1hbave many things 
fo ſpeak that way; but - do now want a tongue to utter them ; yet 
fomcthing I uſt ſpeak, I would not have you nor the World think 
that my Death is hopeleſs; for the I bave lain all this while ſilent, ares 
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have ſeen, yet my 1 bong hts have been taken up with matters of greater 
_ Con f "4 np thank my God my Soul is full of Comforts. 1 do 
ogrily believe I ſhall ſee the Light of the Lord in the Land of the Living © 
But what am 1? or nhat is my Father's Houſe that God ſhould deal ſo gra- 
ciouſly with my Soul ? He bath called me into the ſtate of Grace, fitted me 
in my Education for the Miniſtry of bis Word, brought me in his appoint- 
ed time to-the praGice thereof, given me ſome Reputation in it, and bleſ- 
fed my Labours in ſome meaſure unto his People. He bath not dealt thus 
with every one, 10 not of bis own Choſen. I ſpeak not this boaſtingly, but 
jane rg not to extol my ſelf, but to magnifie the Goodneſs of my 


' © God, Ihnow whom TI have profeſſed, whom T have preached, whom 1 bave 


believed; and now I ſee Heaven open, and ready to recerve me, being 


freed from all Care, except for my People after me. I wiſh, if God were fo 


pleaſed, that on wag taught them might be the ſavour of Deathun- 
fo death to any of them, In theſe and ſuch-like heavenly Diſcourſes, 
did this hoty Man of God ſpend his. laſt Hours, *till he breathed 
ont his precious Soul into the Arms of his Lord Redeemer. 


But poſſibly ſome may ſay, Theſe are Examples of Men, whoſe - 


natural Courage hath gotten and atchieved for them this their 
Confidence on a Death-bed : But what have you-of ſuch Tri- 
umphs by thoſe of the ſofter and weaker Sex, when they area 
oJIng ? I anſwer, That with God there is no reſpe&of Perſons, 
nor 


ifference of Sexes: He is equallypracious to the Female as to - 


the Male; his Powef is ſeen in their Weakneſs; his Grace hath 
been magnified towards them in their Languiſhing, and - hath 
given unto them alſo the beſt Wines in the worſt Times, and 
the ſweeteſt Cordials in the foreſt Trials. Take ſome inſtances 
to this purpoſe. 

A gracious young Woman told a Miniſter of the Goſpel on her 
| Death-bed, asking her whether ſhe were willing to die ? ' 4%? 
Sir, I am moſt willing, if it were the- good Pleaſure of my God : not 


only becauſe I am under extream Torments- of my - Body. but that I may 


be freed from- all Sin, and be for ever with the Lord. 

Mrs. Fane. Ratchffe of Cheſter, although her Friends did plead 
with her to be pleaſed with Life, ſhe not being ſatisfied with 
© their Arguments,left theſe Reaſons under her own Hand: why ſhe 
deſired Death, which were found inther Cloſet, after ſhe was dead. 

1. 1: deſire to die, becauſe I want, white] liwe here, the- glorious 


Preſence of God, which I love and long for ; avid that ſweet" Fellomſhip - 


of the Angels and Saints, who would be glad of me, as I'am'of them, 
and would entertain me with unwearied Delight. £1 44S. aan 


2.. T deſire to die, becauſe whilſt Tlie bere, 1 ſhall want the PerfelSion 
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of 29 Native, and be as als eſtranged and baniſhed Perſon from my 
Father's Howſe. «26 5,0. ty TEE CER 

3. I deſire to die, becauſe Iwould nat lug to, offend ſo good aGod, 
or to grieve bis Holy Spirit ;, for his. Loving-kindgeſs 16 better than 
Lefe : And he-is abundant in Mercy to me ; and it doth lie.as'an heauy | 
Lead upon my Heart many times, to think of diſpleafing him. l 

4. 1 deſire to die, becauſe this Warld 1s generally infeited mith the 
Plague of Sin;. and ſome have this Plague-ſore running upon them , and 
I my ſelf am tainted with the ſame Dijeaſe;, ſo as whilſt. I. live bere, 
can be in no Place, nor in any. Company, but I am ſtall ts dauger of be- 
1g infetted, or to infet# others. And if this World hate me, becauſe [ 
endeavour to follaw Goodneſs ; how would it rejoice, if my Foat did but 
flip! Therefore, bow weful would my Life be unto 9e, uf I ſhould give 
occaſion to the World to tytumpb, or blaſpbeme, becqule of me ! 

5. . I cannot chuſe but deſire to die, when I conſder that Sin, like a Le- 
proſie, bath ſo corrupted me, that there igno Soundnefs inme ; my Mind, 
wy Memory, my Will and Afﬀettions, yea, my very Conſcience is ſtill 
impure. In every Faculty of my Soul, there is @ miſerable mixture-of 
vile Infettion, which makes me weary of my Life ; and all this 15. the 
worſe, becauſe it ts incurable, and an inſeparable Conpaniqu. of my Life, 
fo that I cango nowbither to avoid it, There is 10 Buſzneſs that I cau 
defpatch, that concerns my Happrneſs, without g Mutiny tu my Heatt. 
Though God's Works be all fair, yet there are in my Nature many De- 
fetts, Inſufficiencies, Miſtakungs, and Ti _ ; fo that 1 may 
ſay with David, Innumerable Evils have compaſſed me. abaut. 
Aline Iniquities have taken hold of me, ſo that I am not able to look up - 
I therefore deſire Heaven for Holineſs, rather than for Happineſs, t 
Log fim no more. I deſore that Condition, wherein I may maſt glo- 
rifie God, | Wn 

6. I deſire to die, becauſe of the malignant and inceſſant Aſſaults of 
th: Devil. I can ſtaud no-where before the Lord on Earth, but one De- 
. ol or other 18 at my Right-band, aud muſt of neceſſity enter into. Cont- 
fd with them aud their Temptations, and be buffeted and gored by them, 
which 4 athouſandfold worſe than. Death. : 

7. 1 deſire to die, becauſe I ſhall reſt from the hard Labours of this 
Life , and becauſe nothing m this World can give me any ſolid 
Contentment - ora thoſe Friends _ 1..y my Life, I ſhall 

nd. by. my. Death, - and enjoy in another Wotld ta all eternity. As. for 

on. en; 1 have 180 trouble ; for that Godmhch hath give Life 

and Breath, and all they have, whilſt I am. kuing, can, withaut 

200," provide far- thews when. 1 am dead: Ay God will he their God, 

of they be bis; if they be not, What Comfort would it be for me to 
| bve f 
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diſhonour God, whom. ſo much lope,” | 
. Andas fhedelired Death, fo was ſhe not afraid of Death; be- 
eauſe though it ſeparated the Soul.from the Body, it could ne- 
ver {eparate it from God :. And Death was a conquered Enemy, 
and ſhe was aflered of the Victory. Nor did the Pains of Death 
terrifie her, Becauſe God, ſaid ſhe, who hath loved me in my Life 
will not neglet} me tm Death ;, aad whatever T loſe by Death, 1 ſha 
bave it reftared to md at my Saviour's ſecond Coming made much bet- 
fer than now it is. | Her 'Qelires were ſtrong for a ſpeedy Diſſo- 
lution;: ſo that ſhe cried unto God in the Words of David - 
Hake baſt to belpme, OGod of my Salvation ! Be pleaſed, O Lord, to 
delizter me + O Lord, make baſte to help me; And God heard her 
Prayers, and granted her Requeſts; for ſhe died in ſuch a calm 
manner, that when ſhe was thought to be but aſleep, ſhe was 
found dead, 97,1638. _ | 
I will finiſh: with one hiſtorical Relation nore, that you may 
ſee how unable Dearh is to ſeparate betwixt Ele& Believers and 
the Loveoof God. Mrs. Drake, a Religious Lady, the Wife of 
Francts Drake of Eſher, in the County of Eſſex, Efq; had lain un- 
der Ferrorsof Conſcience-for ten Years together, and could not 
becomforted:' Many Miniſters had dealt with her, to root ont 
that vile Opinion ſhe had took; up of herſelf, That ſhe was a 
Veſſel of Wrath, a forlorn and accurſed Reprobate, loſt and . 
undone for ever. Mr. obs Forbes, a moſt eminent Divine (and 
ane. of my Predecefſors in the Englyh-Church of 4iddleburgh ) 
Mr. Robert Bruce, that excellent Man of God, and Miniſter in 
the Church of Edinburgh in Scotland , Dr. Preſton , and famous 
Mr..Dod, - could not by all their Skill, Eloquence, and Arguments, 
in upon her for ſome Years ſo much as to uſe the Ordinances. 
The Terrors of God were ſo heavy upon her Soul, that ſhe was 
weary. of her Life.and yet afraid of Death,as what would bring up- 
on her the perfe&ion of all her deſerved woes & miſeries. Yet after 
ſhe had been fo many Years toſſed and excruciated with Anguiſh 
of Conſcience, it pleaſed God, out of his infinite Love, toryearn 
upon her with his Bowels of Compaſſion, and to feal home his 
everlaſting Purpoſe of Grace and Glory unto her Soul; about 
four Days before ſhe died: For ſending in the Morning for Re- 
verend Mr. Dod, who pray'd and talk'd a while with her, with 
variety of excellent Diſcourſe of Death, Heaven, and Eternal 
Glory, ſhe ſuddenly interrupted him with a ſtrange and uncouth 
| Outcry, Ob? ob! ob! What's this ? what's this? .T am _— un- 
bf | ue, 


hive Ay" Life: noutd be excatding hivter #0 we, if 1 ſlowed foo them _— 


_ nts, jnedone.? 1 camot _—_ endure 5t.. Ear ak - 
. ne, 1tt me be gone, OW” -muſt"be  g08e:; I: cannot tarry. Ont = 
, Sha! ſhal To ! Shar ſhall Ido! 'O Father, O Mother, prot rv Sos. . 
me, kiſs me, and let me be gone... Come all ;* farewel all; 4et me tak 
you ty the Hand, and be gone, Lo! lo! the Angels are come; they 
wait, they ſtay for me. O dear Mother, why bold you me ? 1 mitſt be 
gone, Oh ! Heis come, be is come, he is come! Now you bave it, you 
it, you bave it why bold you me? Let me be gone ;, my Works done. O 
call,call, call ; where is my Crown? Fetch me my Crown : Bring,bring, 
bring me my White Robes ;, quickly, quickly, quickly 5 why run you not ? 
The Angels ſtay, Now youbave it, you bave it, you baveit, (meaning 
the Anſwer and Return unto their Prayers.) Ob ! it overcomes, 
overcomes , overcomes me. T1 am undone, undone, undone! What 
ſhall I do ? what ſhall I do? what ſhall I do ?- Oh! you will not let me 
be gone, She utter'd innumerable ſuch-like Expreſſions with incre- 
dible ſwiftneſs, inthe 16th part of an Hour, which another could 
not have done leiſurely in one full Hour, She had her Eyes lifted 
up, and fixed on the Houſe-top, as if ſhe had ſeen a Viſion of An- - 
gels, and raiſed her ſelf up, as if ſhe would have flown away with 
them. This ſudden, raviſhing, unſupportable Pang of divine Joy 
(beyond the ſtrength of Mortality to retain, or be long capable 
of ) being over, and her aſtoniſhed Friends and Relations being 
filent, ſhe dire her Speech unto Mr. Dod.: Sir, what did you think of 
me lately in this ſtrange Poſture? Did not you image me to be mad? Mr. 
Dod replied, No;but that, it was very ſtrange to them all, having ne- 
ver heard nor ſeen the like, So ſaid ſhe, Surely it was, it was very 
ſtrange. But will you know how it ſurprized me * This Morning, as 1 
was alone in private Prayer, I begged of God that he would not abfent 
himſelf from me for ever, but that once before my Deatb, be would reveal 
Chriſt unto me, and give me ſome ſenſe and feeling of his Love, and open 
the brazen Gates of this hard Heart of mine, that the King -of Glory 
might enter in. After which, as you had jrayed, this ſudden Out-crying- 
fit of unſupportable Foy ſurprized me, with ſuch violence ruſhing in upon 
me, as I could not contain my ſelf, but make this ſuddea Out-cry among ſt 
- ,you all. But I muſt confeſs. unto you, I know not, neither do I remember 
what I ſaid--- But now 1 thank God wbo bath heard my Prayer,aud revea- 
Jed Chriſt unto me, and now I carenet for all the. World---O' pray ! pray! 
pray ! O grve Thanks ; for ow you bave #t,:you bave it, you have ut! 
*, The fame Day,about four inthe Afternoon, the Chamber being _ 2 
- full of her Eriends, ſhe was again ſuddenly rapt into another Exta- © -_$ 
fie of divine Joy,uttering uſt about the ſame things as in-themgr»=-- 3 
ning, continuing about the ſame time, and ſo ceaſed, andifhebe- 
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Fr as Fade .- me ſhe continu fs tilLon A 
the laſt of her Life in this World, Mr. Dvdand Dr: Preftors: reve 
to hef;ſhe rejoiced/and ſmiled, taking *em by the hand witha chearful 
Countenance, beckoned-unto' Mr. Dv\ to give thanks, and withu 
lifted hands bent her ſelf to join-with them: in that Duty ; But whi 
they wereat Prayer, ageeyy ar her hands falling,” and her lips goin 
ſhe funk down . in the' and departed, leaving all her Fri 
antl vournng ab abour het. 

2, As Dea {6 e cannot ſepatate betwixt Elect Believers, abs 
the Loreedia eoiars bes renqunced- it, and'all its Sweets: and 
Pleafures, njoy God; Heb-1 1, 97 Thoſe famousOld 


Tent ds Murr $O Weoent of Life, and , andall'its 
h yo roars  diſhofioorable:and pa hay cer Conditions 


— ;who is Love cſſentidl and Loveretertial, 
page C of the 2& Book of 2faceabets, 
-Tr-is' impoſſtible-the good An- 


ie toe woe hers For: iscoritrary to their holy Natu 
Franco tn Anderil Angels, If they attempt it, tal 


RE es tad doin, erhervhe/Arc gels: (forth 
| all not 0 -angels' (for there 
6 Vl rm ſome of each Order 
$115 did fall their holy. Eſtate in which 
3, : 0 inces-of 'Hell ſhall never. be 
eco nor Ele& from ” Lend df God. 
| hes ran Potebtazzig the 8 Anglia World. 
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prehertſio eexceedi © grey xc gnton 
Deſpondencies, | Lak 25326. for 9Ume,yer cannovWliele do es 
- 8. Nor-heigth of Proſperity. et fr 
Nor 9. Depth of Adverſity ; neither Dignity, nor -Infamy; Tem- 
poral Miſery, nor'Temporal. Felicity; neither 'Fhrones, nor Pri- 
ſ6ns, neither mounting Flames, .gor:deep ſinkin Storms, {11s 21; 
1:0, Nor any. other.Creature, yh it wihat1t: will. it ſhall never. bejable? | 
to rob-us of that Love-which: God beareth/us/in Chriſt Jeſus) Hort td! K+ 
drive out of our Souls that Love,whichime. bear-ta God: /Itas.invins: I: 
cible and ctertial ; and therefore I mayJayas the Church did, FX. , | 
10. Aſſociate your ſelves; Ot wk and ye ſhall be 'btokemto pieces, 
your ſelves, and ye ſhall.be broken in: pieces ;; take Counſel topetber, nd: ie 
ſball come to nought ;\fpeak the: Word, jaar? ſhall not ſtand ; "fot God igmith 
us. Could the Elec be ſeparated from theLove'of. God! theniGod' 
muſt: be changed, whois Alpba'and Omega the firſt atul bg tb 
that: is, was, and is:to come, always the ſame;which cannot be; 
if God. change.eitherit muſt be for the-better, or forthe warſe! for 
the worſe : For theworſe; tis Blaſphemy ſo. touch, as'tocimbgine! For: - | 
the better. that is impoſſible; for there cah be-noadditions boiofliite _ |} 
, Ferfedtions, and therythy eno Ear nin in his eternal LoyeandAf- ; 
etions.: Again, if the\[:ove changeable; bis Decrees myſt I 
be ſo;But theſo Foundations agd fure-and.immoveshle'as Monitains 


of Graſs.. If God change tn his-purpaſe of Lave;/thew his gn of | 
Eove: muſt: Ts butthis Ara ES | | 
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"8 god Y Saints retain their Afſuratice of God's Love al 
ways, and without wavering? 


2: Youniaſt diſtinguiſh betwixt” Affurance arid Joy : Safneh * 
Have Calm wherethey have ifo raviſhing' Comforts: Their Sy 


not feaſt os daroſt Pe 1 with ſweet meats and delicacies every” 


diate Revelation from Heaven, is falſe, and contrary to-Scripture, 
2- Car.-1 3:5. Iſai. 40. TeS: Phil. 4 4: The TY leave Men 
doubtful and 
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"ſw, No: Thefenſe of it is inequally in them; 3 16 hath its things 18 
and flowitigs; ſome have more, others leſs.;; and.they who h&\ravic to 
y,\may oe. it to.morrow -by their negligenceand careleſineſs./ 


miy'be rooted and grounded in God's Love, 'whenthey atewithour. 
the ſenſible motion, without the ſweets and delights of it. -God doth 
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day. 
(Let me cloſe with-a word of uſe The Popiſh Doftine that 
| Affiitance cannot” be had- without a particular and. itones 


TOs This-ferves to reprove mY as are writhane © ts ok 
God's Love, that are,in the dark, at a.16ſs, not xnowing' whether: . 
God doth Ive them with an everlaſting,. or they God: _ '] Fort 
mans Such arewithout: eender fy Sony, . 
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